Milford Bursary for Writers of Colour

Financial support for SF writers of colour/BAME to attend the Milford SF Writers' Conference at Gladstone’s Library, Hawarden, North Wales, CH5 3DF
Saturday 12th – Saturday 19th September 2026
APPLICATION DEADLINE 12th DECEMBER 2025
Milford SF Writers' Conference is offering two bursaries for self-identifying science fiction/fantasy writers of colour, i.e. black or minority ethnic, to attend Milford SF Writers' Conference in the UK. Writers from all over the world are invited to apply. Applicants must be 'Milford qualified' (i.e. at least one story or novel sale to a recognised market). The bursary covers the cost of the conference fee and accommodation (bed, breakfast, lunch, and evening meal). The bursary value is £1060. There is no cash value in the event of a writer not being able to take up an offered place. The bursary does not cover the cost of transport to or from the conference or the cost of additional snacks or drinks. The bursary writers will be responsible for any visa required for entry to the UK.
What to Expect

You can find out more about what happens at Milford here: www.milfordsSF.co.uk. Milford is a unique week. A maximum of fifteen published writers meet to workshop and critique each other's work. The work-load for Milford is intense and requires pre-Milford preparation (reading and constructively critiquing submissions from 14 other participants). Writers must submit their work by email, at least 4 weeks in advance. You can send one or two pieces, in English, totalling a maximum of 10,000 words.
The Venue

Milford takes place at the historic Gladstone’s Library (https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org) the only residential library in the UK (8 miles from Chester) where accommodation is in en-suite rooms, single occupancy. Meals are provided from the evening meal on the first day to breakfast on the last. There are always vegan, vegetarian, and meat options. There is level access to the library itself, dining, social and meeting rooms. Bedrooms are on the first and second floor.
Applications
Application is by letter to a maximum of 500 words, emailed as a .doc or .rtf file along with the form below. Tell us why you want and need this bursary. Tell us about your writing. Tell us about yourself, your writing experience, and what you hope to get out of attending Milford.
The application window is 1st November – 30th November 2025. Successful applicants will be notified in January 2025, and must accept or refuse within one week of receiving the offer. If you wish to withdraw your application from consideration before that date, please inform us as soon as possible. If you have any questions before or during the application process, please email the Milford secretary: jacey@jaceybedford.co.uk.
Confidentiality

All applications are treated in the strictest confidence and will be judged anonymously. The final decision will be made by a panel consisting of at least three previous bursary writers and at least three previous Milford attendees. 
We are grateful to Gladstone’s Library for their support of this bursary.
Reproduction and dissemination of this document in its entirety is encouraged.

Milford SF Writers' Conference Bursary Application 2026
www.milfordSF.co.uk

Please return your typed application before 30th November 2025 to:
Jacey Bedford, 10 Park Head, Birdsedge, Huddersfield, HD8 8XW UK or email to jacey@jaceybedford.co.uk. Please enclose a copy of one form of photographic identification - passport or driver’s licence. We need to know you are who you say you are.
	Full Legal Name


	

	Pen name or name you wish to be known by.
	

	Full street address
including country
	

	Phone Numbers
	

	Email Address
	

	Website
	

	Confirm that you are over 18 years old
	

	Self-identified ethnic group and nationality
	

	Do you need a visa for entry to the UK?
	

	Do you have any special access or dietary needs?
	

	Please confirm that you are Milford qualified by naming at least one sale to a recognised market - with a web link if possible.
	


On a separate sheet please write us a letter of not more than 500 words telling us about yourself, your writing, and why you want/need this bursary.
Terms and conditions

· All applicants must be over 18 years of age.

· Successful applicants must accept or decline the offer within 7 days of notification.
· Attendees must participate fully in the Milford SF Writers' Conference. 
· Persons cancelling after acceptance, for any reason whatsoever, must undertake to inform the Milford secretary immediately so that their place can be offered to someone else. 

· Cancelling after acceptance means that the applicant loses their place. Milford can neither offer financial compensation nor a bursary place at any future Milfords in recompense.
· All applicants warrant that they understand that the bursary covers the cost of attending (conference fee and accommodation with breakfast, lunch and evening dinner) but does not include the cost of flights, ground transportation, additional food/drink or expenses, or (if required) visas. 
· Successful applicants undertake to finance and arrange their own visas and travel to and from the conference.
I wish to apply for a place at Milford 2026 under the Bursary Scheme. I agree to abide by the terms and conditions. I enclose my application letter and one photographic form of identity. 
Signed______________________________ Dated _________________________
